
 

NEWS RELEASE 

 

BOB PICKARD JOINS NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS  

AS MANAGING PARTNER IN TORONTO 

 

Toronto, November 6, 2019 – Martin Daraiche, President, NATIONAL Public Relations, is pleased to 

announce the appointment of Bob Pickard, a respected international public relations executive and 

social leadership communication expert, as Managing Partner of NATIONAL’s Toronto office.  

Pickard comes to NATIONAL with more than two decades of experience co-founding and leading 
award-winning consultancies in the United States, Japan, Korea, Singapore and Canada. His positions 
have included Asia Pacific CEO of Burson-Marsteller, North Asia President of Edelman, and Founding 
Partner/EVP of Environics Communications.  

He was most recently principal of Toronto-based Signal Leadership Communication Inc., a social public 
relations consultancy he co-founded in 2016, exclusively serving senior executives dealing with digital 
disruption.  

“Bob is known as one of the premier PR thinkers in the area of social leadership communication. His 

extensive worldwide network of offline and online relationships with key opinion leaders and 

influencers will be of exceptional value in delivering data-driven, measurable PR strategies for our 

clients. We’re thrilled to have him join NATIONAL,” said Martin Daraiche. 

Focused on image development and reputation management for CEOs and c-level executives, Pickard 
also has a long record of involvement in sustainability and corporate social responsibility. He is an 
executive fellow at the Center for the Future of Organization, an independent think tank at the Drucker 
School of Management at Claremont Graduate University in California, and a regular business media 
commentator on BNN Bloomberg television. 

As NATIONAL’s Managing Partner in Toronto, Pickard will be responsible for leading the office’s 

business and expanding its service offering. He will also oversee the Toronto operations of sister 

company Cohn & Wolfe. 

“NATIONAL Public Relations sets the standard as Canada’s most trusted PR firm,” said Pickard. “During 
its more than 40 years, NATIONAL’s client-centrism and commitment to consulting excellence have 
become legendary and I am proud to join this country’s premier PR organization. I’m looking forward 
to building on the team’s stellar integrated communication offering and adding to our bench-strength 
in 24 markets worldwide to serve clients’ needs.” 

Pickard will officially start at NATIONAL on November 11. He succeeds Rick Murray, who was Managing 
Partner of NATIONAL's Toronto office since 2014. Murray was recently named Managing Partner of 
Boston-based sister company SHIFT Communications in September. 

 

 



 

ABOUT NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS 

NATIONAL Public Relations connects clients to the people who matter most; delivering the right 
message, at the right time. Grounded in research, insight and deep sector understanding, we bring 
together teams of discipline experts from across our network to provide creative communications 
solutions that move people in thought and actions. For over 40 years, NATIONAL has been at the centre 
of issues and industries that matter, leading change for today and tomorrow. 

NATIONAL is Canada's leading public relations firm, servicing clients across a wide range of sectors, 

with offices in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City, Saint John, Halifax and 

St. John's. NATIONAL’s service offering also includes NATIONAL Capital Markets, the industry’s 

foremost investor relations and financial services communications practice. NATIONAL Public 

Relations is an AVENIR GLOBAL company, among the top 15 largest communication firms in the 

world with offices in 24 locations across Canada, the U.S., Europe and the Middle East, and is part of 

RES PUBLICA Consulting Group, along with Cohn & Wolfe  Canada. NATIONAL is affiliated 

internationally with public relations firm Burson Cohn & Wolfe (BCW), a WPP company. For more 

information about NATIONAL, please visit our website or you can follow us on Twitter. 
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https://capitalmarkets.national.ca/
http://www.avenir.global/
http://www.respublica.ca/
https://cohnwolfe.ca/
http://www.national.ca/
https://twitter.com/NATIONALPR

